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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
August 31, 2020 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Present: Councilman Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols, and Council-

at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

 Excused:  DPW Director Woodbury. 

 

Also present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City Clerk, 

Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector 

Christner, Personnel Director Hayden, Director of Development Wurster, Fire Chief Edwards and 

Police Chief Ortolano, City Assessor Mleczko 

 

Certification of the Tuesday, August 18, 2020 Common Council Meeting was read by 

City Clerk Ramos.   

 

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, August 18, 2020 Common Council 

Meeting be dispensed with. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Stoyle. 

  

 Carried, all voting aye.             

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

City Clerk Ramos read the communications submitted for the Privilege of the Floor: 

 

 Paul Somerfeldt of the Dunkirk’s Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) concerning 

resolution 85-2020 that was passed during the last Common Council meeting. The purpose of the 

resolution was to enhance public safety and the CAC is concerned about how the resolution fits 

into the current City Code.  

 

Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver advised, “There’s more and more about the City 

Charter and City coding that we’re going to dismiss, he doesn’t want to approve what we already 

did, he’s in disagreement of that on behalf of the CAC, so we’re just going to stop that and move 

on.” 

 

 Peter Pinkowski of 7 Lakefront Boulevard inquired what is the City policy for camping 

on City property. What are the fees? The campers are plugged into City Electrical outlets, are the 

extra fees for the electric? Who collects the fees and does the city have insurance coverage should 

something happen to the campers or their equipment? If there is such a policy, the public should 

know, so that they could rent one of those prime lakefront sites.  
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City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “There’s nothing in the code regards to camping in the 

City, but apparently I understand that about five years ago during the previous administration 

they created a makeshift permitting process for this that covers a lot of the same ground we 

usually do, it’s usually tied to the fishing tournaments if I’m not mistaken so I believe the clerk’s 

office does that in conjunction with the police department and that seems to have been working 

well.” 

 

Chief Ortolano advised they are to apply at the clerk’s office for a temporary permit only 

for that specific area, it’s to be requested by the organizations having the events and it’s only for 

events such as the boat races and fishing tournaments.  

 

Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver inquired, “… so it’s only good for the weekend 

correct?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “Correct.”  

 

Mayor Rosas advised,  “I’m not sure if there’s any formal resolution calling for the fees 

to be charged, so maybe the council would like to consider making that a formal resolution at 

some point in the future or enter discussion with the finance committee to see what we feel is 

appropriate for charging, but this has been going on before I became Mayor.  It seems to be 

working well. It doesn’t bother anybody. The property they’re using is usually empty. These are 

people that come in for the bigger events that we have in the City. Sometimes it’s the 

Conservation Club fishing tournaments. They do formally request it from the City Clerk’s office 

and it goes through the approval process, but I think City Attorney Morrisroe may be right. I 

don’t know that there is any formal resolution allowing for this. We’ve kind of just allowed it and 

it’s been happening and we’ve never really formalized it. Just wanted to let you know if that’s 

something you wanted to do; we should probably have a discussion on that.”  

 

Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver advised it’s working, if we need to have a 

resolution to cover the language we will, but it seems like everyone is on top it, “So, I’m good 

with it.” 

 

Chief Ortolano advised it would be a good idea so it can set parameters that the area is 

only used for special events and our large events for those specific times. No one can just request 

to camp there.  

 

Councilman Bamonto advised, “we should get some clarification in writing.  

      

Councilman-At-Large VanDenVouver advised it should be mentioned at the committee 

meetings and City Attorney Morrisroe can come up with the language on it.  

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “Yes, essentially we can codify what’s already been 

happening. It’s just a matter of putting it in the code where the permit section is so that it’s 

included and clear as to when and what’s available.”  

 

Councilman Stoyle advised to include that the campers have insurance to avoid a lawsuit.  

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 
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 Mayor Rosas advised he had a couple announcements. Mayor Rosas announced the 

City’s new website is officially up and running at www.cityofdunkirk.com. Mayor Rosas thanked 

our consultants at REVISE, Sgt. Dan Manzella and everyone on the task force that worked on the 

website. The new website will allow City residents to make payments online, get alerts, view the 

monthly calendar and be up to date on all department’s postings. Mayor Rosas also announced 

the City has a new Instagram page that will highlight all of the City’s assets and will also help 

share the City’s story through pictures and stay up to date on events going on in the City. You can 

visit the page @visitdunkirk, please follow, like, and share.  Mayor Rosas advised about the New 

York State testing site for COVID-19. The State is happy with the support they are receiving 

from the City and the County. The City was chosen as 1 of the 8 testing sites in WNY. The 

numbers will be public when testing is over, and people will see this was needed. Mayor Rosas 

requested Chief Edwards speak about a conference call meeting and lastly encouraged everyone 

go get tested. 

 

 Chief Edwards advised there was a recent spike in COVID cases centered around the City 

leading to 60 active cases in the City. There have been conference calls to discuss how the 

County and the City will handle this surge. The County Health Department wants our help to get 

the word out throughout the community about the precautions. If you or someone you have been 

in contact with has tested COVID positive you need to follow all the rules, regulations, and 

guidance from the Health Department, you need to quarantine or else it will spread to whoever 

you have been in contact with. We are going to get the word out through our social media 

platforms for every department and our City website, the County is working with the schools to 

get a robo call done in English and Spanish, the word needs to get out to our Spanish speaking 

community. COVID-19 is real, the rules are the same as they were in April, May and June. It’s 

hard to keep doing this month after month but it’s not going away and it will not go away if we 

don’t follow the rules.  

 

 Councilman Williams inquired if there have been many hospitalizations and if Brooks 

hospital has enough space.  

 

 Chief Edwards advised to this day there is only 3 hospilizations.  

 

 Mayor Rosas advised he met with a local resident who is interested in opening a business 

where kayaks, paddle boats, and jets will be available for rent at the old Point Gratiot Beach 

shower building. Development Director Wurster and Mayor Rosas met with the resident and are 

going to propose a lease agreement to Council.  

 

 Development Director Wurster advised she was approached by a local business owner 

that would like to open an additional business in the City related to rentals of kayaks, jet skis, and 

paddle boards. The business owner is interested in leasing the old shower building at Point 

Gratiot which is vacant. The building was included in the new Point Project and it does have a 

new roof. It does need work on the inside that the business owner is willing to fix. A lease 

agreement is being worked out that will be sent to Council regarding monthly payments, and all 

the insurances needed. It’s a great project and it will enhance the recreation at the Point.  

 

 Councilman Williams inquired if it’s a different business person than before.  

 

 Development Director Wurster advised, Yes, it’s a different person.  

 

http://www.cityofdunkirk.com/
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 Mayor Rosas advised the project at the Point that was done a few years ago was done to 

attract more people to use the park as it’s the biggest Park in the City. This business will attract 

more visitors to the Point.  There’s an excitement about this come next summer.  

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

Notice of Summons from Laurie Koepnick against City of Dunkirk, City of Dunkirk Parks 

Department, Chautauqua County, and Chautauqua County Parks Division.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion refer to City Attorney. Seconded by Councilman 

Stoyle. 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Prior Written Notice from Brad Schmid and Yahaira Gonzalez of 108 S. Beagle Street 

regarding a dangerous tree.  

 

Councilman Stoyle made a motion to refer to City Attorney and DPW Director. Seconded 

by Councilman Williams.  

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Request from Dunkirk Community Chamber of Commerce to use the parking lot at the Pier 

that runs in front of the shops near the Marina and also to block off this section on Thursday 

September 10, 2020 from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM for parking lot bingo.  

 

Councilman Williams advised to move the event to the Washington Avenue Municipal 

parking lot.  

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to refer to City Attorney and Development Director. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Loudspeaker application request from Earlie Smith representing St Elizabeth’s Food Pantry 

Volunteers to use 2 speakers and an amp at the Hose 4 grounds on September 6, 2020 from 3:00 PM 

to 7:00 PM.  

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to refer to appropriate departments as well as approve 

subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Walk-in Communication: Request from  Devin Jones of Fred’s and Off the Hook 

restaurants to host a joint drive thru fundraiser with the Dunkirk PBA and Fredonia PBA at Point 

Gratiot Park on September 13, 2020 from 2:00 to 6:00 PM at the Large Pavilion where cars will 

enter the main parking lot at the Point traveling north where they will receive their food then proceed 

out of the south side exiting the Point via the Oak Street exit.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilman Williams.  



 August 31, 2020  276 

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

Councilman Williams advised on Wednesday September 2, 2020 at 4:30 PM a DPW 

committee meeting will be held in the Mayor’s conference room, it is open to the public 

following social distance guidelines, advised the Volunteer Firefighter’s Monument at Memorial 

Park was knocked over and suggested the parks department work together with the firefighters to 

set back up and see what need’s to be done to fix it.  

 

Councilman Bamonto wished everyone have a Safe and Fun Labor Day weekend, 

thanked Mayor Rosas and Chief Edwards for the update on COVID-19 and the NYS testing, 

advised COVID is here, please be safe, and advised its great news about the potential business 

opening at Point Gratiot Park at the beach house.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired of Chief Ortolano if a patrol car can go by the beach 

located by the high rise to address the issue of cars parking with the driver’s side door facing the 

rails, advised the guys at DPW did a great job putting step up and step down at the harbor so 

visitors can notice to be careful of their footing.  

 

Chief Ortolano announced the postponement of National Night Out due to the cases of 

COVID in the City right now, we look forward to rescheduling in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

NONE 

 

 

 

 

PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION #89-2020 

August 31, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO & WILLIAMS 

 

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT FOR ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURE SERVICES 

WRIGHT PARK PHASE II IMPROVEMENTS 

BARTON & LOGUIDICE 
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 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk proposes to build, repair, or renovate 

certain structures located in Wright Park, including the addition of an all-

inclusive playground, nature play area, improvements to the bike paths, 

and street construction; and 

 WHEREAS, professional engineering and architecture services are 

required to complete these key components, and Barton & Loguidice, is 

ready, willing and able to provide such services for the City in a good and 

workmanlike manner as determined by the Director of Planning and 

Development under her responsibility and authority by the City Code; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City has worked well with Barton & Loguidice on past 

projects, which has an abundant amount of experience in municipal park 

improvement projects, and comes highly recommended from the nearby 

communities that have produced similar projects; now, therefore, be it 

  

          RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized and directed to execute an 

agreement of services, on behalf of the City of Dunkirk, with Barton & 

Loguidice, 11 Centre Park, Suite 203, Rochester, New York 14614 to design, 

provide engineering and architecture services with a cost not to exceed a 

total of fifteen thousand five dollars ($15,500) ); and be it further  

   

          RESOLVED, that the revenue, and appropriations for this project be 

set up by Fiscal Affairs as an income and expense in a separate City Fund, 

and that any and all engineering/architecture services be paid from the 

engineering line of said Fund. 

 

Carried, all voting Aye 

 

 

 
RESOLUTION #90-2020 

August 31, 2020 

 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS & STOYLE 

 
AUTHORIZING LEASE-TO-PURCHASE ONE (1) VEHICLE 

FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT THROUGH  

STATE BID #PC 68978 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk Police Department is in need of one (1) new 

automobile for use by the Police Department; and 
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 WHEREAS, one (1) suitable vehicle is available for purchase through a State 

Contract Bid #PC 68978; and  

 

 WHEREAS, sufficient funds are available in the Police Department’s Budget 

[Rent/Lease Account 001-3120-4150]; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of one (1) vehicle is $38,898.84 from DeLacy Ford, Inc. 

(including extended warranty service contract, trade in, and financing charges); now, 

therefore, be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized and empowered to execute a two-

year lease-to-purchase agreement, on behalf of the City of Dunkirk, with DeLacy Ford, 

Inc., 10361 Transit Road, Elma, New York 14059-0437, and/or Ford Motor Credit, for 

the purchase of one (1) 2020 Ford Police Interceptor SUV for the sum of Thirty-

Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-Eight Dollars and Eighty-Four Cents 

($38,898.84) (including extended warranty service contract, trade in, and financing 

charges), with such funds to come from Account 001-3120-4150. 

 

Carried, all voting aye 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

None.    
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilman Williams moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:00 PM                                                        Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 


